Panelist Biographies

Mark K. Buchi

Mark K. Buchi, a partner in the Holme Roberts & Owen LLP Salt Lake City office, has been with the firm since 1986. His practice emphasis is state and local tax matters, administrative law, government relations and sports law. He served as the firm's CEO as chair of the firm’s Executive Committee (2000-2001) and as a member of the firm's Executive Committee (1995 to 2001); and as the managing partner of the Salt Lake City Office (1988-1995). 


Mr. Buchi received his B.S. cum laude, M.B.A., and J.D. from the University of Utah. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Buchi served as division chief over the tax and business regulation division for the attorney general of Utah. He also served as chairman of the Utah State Tax Commission. In this cabinet-level position, he served two governors and became thoroughly familiar with the budgetary, accounting, and operational procedures of state government. Mr. Buchi also served on the executive committee of the Multi-State Tax Commission. 

He is currently a registered lobbyist in Utah and works closely with various government entities. Mr. Buchi travels extensively to give speeches to numerous government and corporate sector companies around the country.

A. Robert Thorup

Bob Thorup is a senior partner at Ray Quinney & Nebeker PC, a large Utah-based law firm, and is one of the senior securities and corporate lawyers in Utah.  He has counseled large public companies as well as new start up companies concerning entity design and formation, corporate finance and compliance, and ethics/governance issues.  Mr. Thorup also has developed expertise in municipal and land use law as counsel to cable television and fiber optic cable companies.
In 2001 Bob Thorup was appointed by Governor Leavitt to the Utah Securities Advisory Board, the governing board of the Utah Securities Division, where he continues to serve.  From 1982 to 1994, Bob Thorup was a member of the Utah Administrative Law Committee, a state government-created public interest committee that drafted the Utah Administrative Procedures Act.  He was also the founding Chair of the Administrative Practice Section of the Utah State Bar. 

Along with his legal experience, Mr. Thorup has also been a director of a public company, and an officer of several private companies.  Since the early 1990’s Mr. Thorup has been a trustee or officer of the Wayne Brown Institute, a tax-exempt foundation committed to advancing entrepreneurship as an avenue to improving the human condition.

For several years he was a member of the Salt Lake City Capital Improvements Board.  

Mr. Thorup also has served for several years as an officer and trustee of the East High School Foundation in Salt Lake City.
 

Gary R. Thorup 

Gary R. Thorup has practiced federal, state and local tax law for 24 years.  He is a Partner in the Salt Lake City office of Holme Roberts & Owen LLP, an international law firm, where his practice currently emphasizes state, local and federal tax law, administrative law and government affairs.  Mr. Thorup received his B.A. and J.D. degrees from the University of Utah and a LL.M. (taxation) degree from New York University School of Law.  He previously served as an Assistant Utah Attorney General representing the Utah State Tax Commission, during which time he served as Chief of the Tax Section.  Upon entering private practice, he was appointed Special Assistant Utah Attorney General for two years, representing the State of Utah in various tax litigation matters.  Mr. Thorup is a registered Utah lobbyist and represents a wide variety of clients on numerous issues before the Utah Legislature and the executive branch of Utah’s state government.  He is a frequent speaker at various tax-related conferences and seminars, and has authored various articles relating to tax, administrative law and legislative matters.  He is a member of the Utah State Bar and currently serves as Chair of the Tax Section and Administrative Law Section, and is a former Chair of the International Law Section.

Stephen G. Wood

Professor Stephen G. Wood has been a member of the faculty at the J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University, since 1976.  He received a J.D. from the University of Utah in 1969.  He was a Jervey Fellow in Foreign and Comparative Law at Columbia University (New York City) and the Ludwig Maximilien Universitaet (Munich, Germany).  He received a J.S.D. from Columbia University in 1980.

Professor Wood was an active member of the Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice from the early 1980s until the mid-1990s.  At one point, he was the Council Member for State Administrative Law.

Professor Wood was a member of the Utah Administrative Law Advisory Committee (UALAC) that drafted the Utah Administrative Procedures Act.  He served initially as the Reporter for the UALAC and subsequently as its Chair.  He also has been a Chair of the Administrative Practice Section of the Utah State Bar.

