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THE ECONOMIC JUSTICE PROJECT

FACT SHEET FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

OVERVIEW

The Economic Justice Project (EJP) provides free business legal assistance to entrepreneurs who are starting or expanding small businesses that are located in historically disadvantaged communities in Greater Boston and/or service the needs of these communities.  The EJP matches individuals who cannot afford legal assistance with experienced business attorneys from law firms and in-house corporate legal departments at no cost.  The EJP is a new project of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of the Boston Bar Association*.  

LEGAL SERVICES AVAILABLE

The EJP provides free business legal assistance that covers the range of legal matters involved in starting a new business or operating an existing one.  These matters may include incorporation/entity formation, trade name protection or other intellectual property issues, commercial leases, zoning compliance, commercial loans, franchising, customer and supplier contracts, licenses and permits, tax counseling, and labor and employment issues.   While the legal services are provided free of charge, there may be costs charged by state and federal agencies, such as filing fees.  These costs are the responsibility of you as the client.

In addition to one-on-one legal representation provided by experienced business attorneys, the EJP offers:

· Monthly business legal clinics for entrepreneurs to meet with an experienced business attorney to seek advice on business legal issues that arise in starting a new business or operating an existing one.

· Legal workshops that cover various legal topics entrepreneurs need to know in starting a new business or growing an existing one.

HOW TO OBTAIN LEGAL SERVICES

To obtain any of the services listed above, please contact the Project Attorney at (617) 988-0605.  If you would like legal representation, you will be given an intake form to complete. Once you return your completed form to the EJP by mail or by fax, the placement process involves the following steps:

· An EJP attorney will meet with you to discuss your business and the legal services you may need.  The EJP attorney may request additional information about your business, if necessary.

· The EJP will then determine whether your business meets the EJP’s guidelines to qualify for free legal services. 

· If accepted, the EJP will attempt to place your matter with one of its participating attorneys.  This may take two weeks or longer, however, the EJP may be able to provide more immediate legal services for clients with urgent deadlines.

· If your matter is placed with an attorney, he/she will contact you to arrange a meeting with you.  At this meeting, you and the attorney together will decide what legal services your business requires.

· The attorney will then represent you for the business legal matter(s) identified at the initial meeting.  

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

The EJP does not have set income restrictions for clients.  The EJP’s two primary considerations when determining who is eligible for free legal services are: (i) whether you, the entrepreneur, can afford a lawyer, and (ii) the potential benefit, if any, your business may offer to the community.  

Legal services provided by the EJP are limited to for-profit businesses.  The EJP does not provide assistance with problems involving disputes, claims, or lawsuits by or against a business.

*The Lawyers’ Committee is a non-profit civil rights organization committed to combating race and national origin discrimination through impact and individual litigation and advocacy.


