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900 Michigan Building, 220 Bagley, Detroit, Michigan 48226

(313) 964-4130 phone • (313) 964-1192 fax •  www.clronline.org
RETAINER AGREEMENT FOR REFERRALS THROUGH

MICHIGAN LEGAL SERVICES

Michigan Legal Services, a Michigan nonprofit corporation ("MLS"), of 900 Michigan Building, 220 Bagley, Detroit, Michigan 48226, through its Community Legal Resources program, hereby agrees to actively recruit volunteer attorneys to provide pro bono legal services to [client], a Michigan organization that is not organized for profit ("Client"), of [client address].  While MLS will actively recruit volunteer attorneys to service Client, such attorneys select the projects with which they wish to work.  Therefore, MLS cannot guarantee that it will be able to find an attorney to assist Client.

Assistance will be sought under the following terms and conditions:

1.
Scope of Services:  Volunteer attorneys will provide legal services with assistance from MLS's staff of licensed attorneys and other staff as follows:

[insert scope of work]

2.
Changes in Project:  This Retainer Agreement does not include any unanticipated legal services not within the scope of the work outlined above.  Such additional services may be provided by a volunteer attorney, but only after agreement between the Client and the volunteer attorney.  In such event, Client agrees to notify MLS of such a development.

3.
Cost of Services:  All legal services will be provided free of charge.  Client, however, will be responsible for all fees (such as title reports, permit fees, IRS filings and other state and federal filing fees) required by the project.

4.
Client's Qualification for Representation:  Client certifies that it is a Michigan organization that is not organized for profit and whose primary purpose and activities are to benefit low-income, disadvantaged and/or distressed persons or communities.

Client further swears that it does not possess the funds, or the means of obtaining such funds, to fully retain private counsel on the matters covered by this agreement and that the only private counsel representation that Client has received or is currently receiving on these matters is as described in Attachment A to this Retainer Agreement.

5.
Client's Rights:  Client has the right to zealous representation by its volunteer attorney, if one is found.  Client has the right to request to be advised on the status of any matter for which an attorney is providing it representation.  Client also has the right to be consulted when appropriate during the course of the representation.  Client possesses the ultimate authority on all fundamental decisions concerning the objectives of any legal representation.

6.
Client Responsibilities:  As a client of the Community Legal Resources (CLR) program of Michigan Legal Services (MLS), Client understands that it has the responsibility to cooperate fully on all matters regarding the representation, including, but not limited to:

--
Keeping CLR, MLS and any volunteer attorneys informed of any changes in Client's circumstances, including any change of address, telephone or contact person, changes in Client's purpose, nonprofit or tax-exempt status, or significant changes in membership or financial conditions which would affect the terms of this Retainer Agreement;

--
Notifying CLR, MLS and any volunteer attorneys of any prior, current or new legal representation it has received on the matters described above;

--
Promptly informing volunteer attorneys about any and all documents or other communications related to the matters upon which a volunteer attorney is providing representation; and

--
Responding to correspondence and other communications and requests, including requests for the production of documents, in a timely manner.

7.
Confidential Information:  Client understands that, while CLR and MLS will make every effort to preserve the confidential nature of information, in seeking to engage a volunteer attorney, CLR and MLS will need to disclose some of the information provided.

Client understands that since CLR and MLS receive support from a variety of foundations, grants and other funding sources, some information may be disclosed to such funding sources.  At no time, however, will CLR or MLS disclose information that is embarrassing or would reflect poorly upon Client, unless authorized to do so.

Client authorizes the volunteer attorney to provide CLR and MLS with copies of documents drafted during the course of the representation for use in assisting other nonprofit community-based organizations, provided that the Client may direct CLR and MLS not to provide copies of documents or to delete information in documents which Client considers confidential.  By signing this Retainer Agreement, Client grants CLR and MLS permission to make disclosures for the purposes described.

8.
Termination:  Client may cancel this Retainer Agreement upon five days written notice to CLR, MLS and any volunteer attorneys.  CLR, MLS or a volunteer attorney may seek to cancel this Retainer Agreement upon the longer of five days written notice or notice that reasonably allows Client to employ other counsel, but such cancellation shall be consistent with the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct and may not be pursued if withdrawal would have a material adverse affect on the interests of Client.  CLR, MLS or a volunteer attorney may cancel this Retainer Agreement despite the adverse consequences it may have on Client if client persists in a course of action that CLR, MLS or the volunteer attorney reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent or the objective of which is repugnant or imprudent.

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

[client]

By:
______________________________
Date:  ___________________



[client representative]

Its: [title]

Community Legal Resources (a program of Michigan Legal Services)

By:
______________________________
Date: ___________________

Steven H. Tobocman

Executive Director of CLR

Staff Attorney, MLS

ATTACHMENT A

RETAINER AGREEMENT

Between

Michigan Legal Services and [client]

[client] certifies that the only legal representation it has received on matters for which Michigan Legal Services will be providing representation is described as follows:

Attorney or Firm
Matter


Approx. Date

Is Representation Current?


n/a

   n/a


        n/a


        
No

1

