DRAFT

MINUTES OF THE 2006 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

SECTION OF PUBLIC CONTRACT LAW

August 5, 2006

Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort

Honolulu, Hawaii

Section Chair Robert L. Schaefer called the meeting to order at 1:45 PM.  The reading of the minutes of the 2005 Annual Business Meeting held at the Hotel Intercontinental in Chicago, Illinois on August 6, 2005, was waived upon motion by Michael A. Hordell, properly seconded.

Daniel F. Doogan, Member of the 2006 Nominating Committee, read the Committee’s nominations for Section positions:

Vice-Chair:





Michael W. Mutek

Secretary:





Karen L. Manos

Council Members nominated for three-year terms beginning August 5, 2006:

David F. Innis

Sharon L. Larkin

Stuart B. Nibley

Scott E. Pickens

Upon motion by Norman R. Thorpe, seconded by John B. Miller, the Section unanimously approved these nominations.

Under Article VI. Section 1 of the Section Bylaws, the Chair-Elect, Michael A. Hordell, becomes Chair of the Section and the Vice-Chair, Patricia A. Meagher, becomes Chair-Elect without future action by the Council or Section membership.

Section Chair Schaefer thanked Nominating Committee Member Doogan, as well as Nominating Committee Chair Patricia H. Wittie and Committee Member Daniel I. Gordon for their service to the Section.

Chair Schaefer introduced Young Lawyers Division Section Liaison Jenny Kim.  

The Section’s Bylaws were amended upon presentation and motion by Secretary Michael W. Mutek, properly seconded and approved by the Section, to reflect the addition of the second Delegate position authorized by the House of Delegates at the 2005 Annual Meeting and the correction of the age limit on the Young Lawyer Council Member.

Chair Schaefer thanked outgoing council members and Young Lawyers Division Liaison for their service to the Section.  Council Members Ross W. Bransteter III and Karen L. Manos, and Young Lawyers Division Liaison Richard W. Arnholt were presented with plaques.  A plaque will be given to Council Member Peter D. Balch after the meeting since he was not present.  In addition, the 2005-2006 Annual and Quarterly Programs Committee and the Quarterly Programs Co-Chairs were recognized, and the members of the Annual and Quarterly Programs Committee were presented with plaques honoring their service to the Section.

Chair Schaefer presented an engraved plaque to Carl L. Vacketta in honor of his exemplary service as the Editor-in-Chief of the Public Contract Law Journal during the period from 1994 through 2006.  Schaefer noted that Vacketta was the fourth person to hold the position of Editor-in-Chief of the Public Contract Law Journal, and had seen the Journal grow to its current nationally recognized standing as the premier legal publication in our field.  Schaefer also highlighted some of Vacketta’s many accomplishments as Editor-in-Chief, including changing the color scheme and layout, including an Editor’s Note in each issue, introducing the annual writing competition, creating a student editorial board and negotiating a memorandum of understanding with the National Law Center at George Washington University, introducing the “single subject issue,” and increasing the regularity and quality of the publication.  Chair Schaefer named Vacketta “Editor Emeritus of the Public Contract Law Journal.”  Vacketta expressed his appreciation and thanked the twelve Section Chairs for whom he served, many of whom were present at the meeting.

Chair Schaefer reported on the status of the Section, and expressed his satisfaction that this has been a great year.  Schaefer thanked Chair Elect Michael A. Hordell and the Council for working together with him in service to the Section.  Schaefer singled out three Section Members for particular recognition:  (1) John Pachter was lauded for his service as a “counselor” to the Section and for his work in connection with the Section’s testimony before the Section 1423 Panel; (2) Stuart Nibley was lauded for having stepped up to a number of major projects; and (3) Herman Levy was lauded for his long and devoted service to the Section, including serving on the Editorial Board of the Public Contract Law Journal, serving as editor for the Regulatory Coordinating Committee, serving as secretary to a number of other Committees, and drafting a regular column for the Procurement Lawyer.

Chair Schaefer then passed the Section gavel and Robert’s Rules of Order to Michael A. Hordell, the 2006 – 2007 Chair of the Public Contract Law Section.  Hordell, the newly installed Chair, presented Schaefer, the outgoing Chair, with a plaque in recognition of his service to the Section during the past year.  Incoming Chair Hordell summarized the many Section accomplishments under Schaefer’s leadership over the past year, including creating a Finance Committee and Publicity Committee, the expansion of the corporate sponsorship program through the efforts of Vice-Chair Meagher, submitting comments on issues of national significance, and overseeing a successful State and Local program.  Hordell noted that Schaefer had asked Hordell and Vice-Chair Meagher to commit to continuing holding a State and Local program at the Spring Meeting for at least three years.  Hordell stated that he believed the significant issues of the coming year would include gearing up for acquisition reform and increased congressional oversight.  Hordell announced that he has appointed a task force to be led by Paul Dauer to examine false claims act statutes at the state level, as well as a task force to be led by Norm Thorpe to examine potential new uses for the Model Procurement Code.  Incoming Chair Hordell thanked the Section for being given the opportunity to serve the Section.  

Norm Thorpe, as Chair of the Public Contract Law Fellows announced the establishment of the Fellows Spirit of Leadership Award, which has been approved by the ABA Board of Governors as an official ABA award.  Thorpe presented the first annual Fellows Spirit of Leadership Award to Ruth Burg, who was not present at the meeting.  Thorpe then gave special recognition of the contributions of Paul Dauer, and announced that Dauer has been elected to the Section Fellows.  Thorpe presented Fellows pins to Dauer and outgoing Chair Schaefer.

Outgoing Chair Schaefer then recognized the contributions of Section Director Marilyn Neforas, and presented her with a flower lei.  Schaefer also presented a lei to his wife, Alix Schaefer.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.
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