IN THE DISTRICT COURT FOR THE STATE OF HOPE
 

 

Mary Kim,                                            )
                Plaintiff,                                    )
                                                              )
Paul Stevens,                                         )

                Defendant.                               )
 _______________________________)                   Case No. 52556CC
CUSTODY EVALUATION  REPORT
 The undersigned was appointed to conduct a custody evaluation in the above-referenced case.  This report shall outline the assessment of and recommendations for custody of Adam Stevens and Ann Stevens, the minor children of Mary Kim and Paul Stevens. 

                                                INVESTIGATION
          Individual interviews were conducted with each of the parents. Each parent submitted extensive parenting information forms.  I conducted an in person interview with Paul Stevens and a phone interview with Mary Kim. 

The children were interviewed once on December 15, 2006.   The children were also observed at each parents' home. 
The current court file was reviewed.  The parties collected and provided personal reference forms to the custody investigator that were completed by family members and friends.   Law enforcement records were requested and reviewed as provided by those agencies. 
FAMILY HISTORY
Mary Kim and Paul Stevens began dating in 1998.  They have lived in Cairo, Hope since 2000, and lived together with Ann and Adam until September 2006 when Mary Kim left the home and obtained an order of protection against Paul Stevens.  They have had joint legal and physical custody, and Paul Stevens has had weekend visitation since their separation.
ASSESSMENT
Adam is 8 years old and in the 4th grade at Community Grade School. He does not receive special education services, and his grades are generally good.  Adam has not attended any counseling.    
           Ann is 4 years old and is kindergarten at Community School.  She participates fully in school activities although she is shy and spends a great deal of time alone in school.

Mary has expressed concern that Paul has been emotionally, physically, and sexually abusive in front of the children, and has abused drugs in their presence.  Paul has concerns that Mary is mentally unstable and thus unreliable to care for the children by herself.  Paul has expressed concerns that Mary stops taking her prescription medication for her mental illness and that when she does, she becomes depressed and unable to care for the children.
           In terms of meeting the needs of the children, both Mary and Paul are capable of meeting the basic physical, emotional, mental and social needs of the children. They meet the childrens' needs, at times in different ways, but neither parent is totally outside the norm in the way they have raised their children.       
         2.   The children's preference if the children are of sufficient age and
               capacity to form a preference. 

Adam is of an age and capacity to form a custodial preference and he would like to continue to see and spend time with both of his parents.  Both Ann and Adam have expressed their love for both of their parents.            
 

          3.      The length of time the children have lived in a stable,
                   satisfactory environment and the desire and ability of
                   maintaining continuity.        
Both households appear stable and the children have done well under a joint physical custody schedule.  There appears to be no compelling reason to change what has been working for the last 3 months.  

4.  The willingness and ability of each parent to facilitate and encourage a
     close and continuing relationship between the other parent and the

     child.
         
       Mary and Paul both express that it has been difficult to facilitate visitation arrangements since their separation.  Mary states that Paul is often late for meetings to exchange the children causing her to miss appointments.  Paul states that Mary is telling Adam and Ann negative things about him and he is concerned that Ann particularly is becoming alienated from him as a result of Mary’s statements to her.
         5.  Any evidence of domestic violence, child abuse or child neglect in
              the proposed custodial household, or a history of violence between
              the parents.
          
     Although the police were called to their home several times when Mary and Paul lived together, Mary always vehemently denied any physical abuse.  A review of police reports indicates that there were altercations in January and December 2005 and September 2006, but the police only came to the home on one of those occasions and there were no arrests made.  Since September 2006, Mary has stated that Paul was abusive and has been for some time.  Specifically, she states that Paul had hit her in the past and raped her in front of Ann.  Paul states that Mary is delusional and is making this up because she wants to take the children and move back to Faith with her family to punish him for forcing her to move so far away.  In September 2006, Mary was granted both a temporary order of protection and a one year order of protection against Paul, however, the court ordered them to have joint custody of Ann and Paul.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1)   The parents should share joint legal custody. Emergency and routine
      medical decisions should be made by the parent with whom the
      children are in residence at any given time.    Non-routine or elective
      medical procedures should be by mutual agreement.  Should either
      parent decide to become active in an organized religion with the
      children, they should be allowed to do so absent interference by the
      other parent. 
3)  Vacations and holiday times should be negotiated as needed between  the parents.      
4) The parents should engage in co-parenting counseling to help them work together more cooperatively.
 Dated this 28 day of December, 2006 at Cairo, Hope.
 

 

Barbara Smith
Custody Evaluator
