






















.necessary steps toward compliance. For
example one participant stated 'After
hearing the presentations, I used the
horror stories to scare the university and
to get things done.'

disposing wastes improperly, and
vio~aiing reporting regulations under
RCRA, the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act, TSCA, EPCRA, and other
federal and state environmental laws and

regulations.
The full report of this survey is available on line at

http://www.epa.gov/reg3ecej/compliance_assist
ance/fullreport.pdf. EPA Region 3 received
valuable feedback from academic institutions
about what types of tools and other assistance
would be most valuable to them in improving
their environmental performance, and they are
proceeding with various projects.

Many academic institutions have not devoted
substantial resources to environmental
compliance in the past, and their current financial
positions makes it difficult to commit to new
programs. But there is good news.
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Activities in Other EPA Regions

EPA Region 4 held a compliance assistance
workshop for small colleges and universities in
July 2002. Other EPA Regions have their own
programs. A full list of contacts can be found at

http://www.nacubo.org/business_officer/2000/
01/epa.html.
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Colleges and universities can improve
their environmental performance by
utilizing tools and methods that are well-
developed and approved by EPA (self-
auditing, management systems, pollution
prevention, etc.).
Academic institutions may be able to
reduce the risk of unannounced multi-
media inspections and aggressive
enforcement actions by negotiating a
voluntary audit agreement with EPA.
Gravity-based penalties may be waived
under EPA's self-disclosure policy.
Colleges and universities may be able to
further reduce penalties by performing
Supplemental Environmental Projects.

In EPA Region 9, The University of Arizona and
Arizona State University self-disclosed their
violations, and their penalties were waived. The
University of California system submitted the
results of RCRA and EPCRA audits and self-
disclosed thousands of violations in March 2002

.

.

Colleges and universities that take action now to
evaluate their compliance status are in the best
position to take advantage of these

opportunities.

Risks and Rewards

Significant penalties can been assessed against
colleges and universities for
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improperly using and storing chemicals in
laboratories, maintenance and sports
facilities
mismanaging medical wastes and art

supplies
stockpiling old computers and used
fluorescent light bulbs
allowing gasoline and heating oil to leak
from bulk storage tanks
failing to address asbestos, PCBs and
lead paint in campus buildings
operating water treatment facilities,
generators, boilers and incinerators in
violation of permit requirements
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312/988-5625

environ@abanet.org

www.abanet.org/environ/home.htmi

ABA Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources
750 North Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL 60611




