Welcome to Corporate Insurance Chat, brought to you by the American Bar Association TIPS Corporate Counsel Committee.  For more information about the Committee, please visit its website at http://www.abanet.org/tips/corporate/home.html.

PURPOSE and CHARTER OF THE LIST

CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT is a forum for lawyers who practice in the corporate insurance area.  CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT offers an opportunity for practitioners to pose questions, offer advice, and share information.  Discussion group participants determine the topics for discussion.

CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT is a monitored but unmoderated list. That means that list members are expected to self-police and responsibly participate.  Here are some simple rules which reflect the list's culture and expectations:

1. The only e-mail accounts from which you can post to Corporate Insurance Chat are those under which you have subscribed.  If you're subscribed as Joe@Lawyer.com, this means that posts from an alternate address such as Joe@aol.com will not be automatically distributed to the list.

2. Introduce yourself by stating your name, place of practice, and something interesting about your practice and your life. Your introduction doesn't have to resemble a resume or c.v. – even a simple comment about your pet and hobbies is enough to "put a face" on your e-mail address.

3. List traffic frequently does approach 150 messages each day. Be prepared to delete freely. Better yet, use filters to send CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT messages to subfolder of your inbox.

4. Think before sending personal messages to the entire list unless you truly enjoy embarrassing yourself.

5. Due to virus concerns, attachments, including business cards, are prohibited.

6. Do not insult, annoy, berate, or personally attack other list members. Jokes which are prurient in nature, offensive or contain profanity shall not be posted.  Consider whether you'd send out under your own office letterhead what you post to CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT.

7. Use the "subject line" to concisely identify the message topic for your also-busy colleagues.  Designate posts about lutefisk, linoleum or non-legal issues by adding OFF-TOPIC or WC ("Water Cooler") to the subject line. Designate political posts with POL.

8. Abbreviate lengthy original messages when one is posting a reply. Use <snip> to identify where unnecessary words were deleted.

9. CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT operates much like a 1000-person law firm, where conversations about members' personal lives and public events take place just as much as serious discussion about the practice of law.  Frequently, there is a great deal of noise, but the noisiest partners are often those who deliver the quickest answers to compelling legal questions.  We can continue to share aspects of our private lives and the isolation, frustration and joys of insurance practice without resorting to antics better reserved for fraternity parties and very private gatherings.

10. The list manager reserves the right to suspend posting privileges and to remove subscribers for violations of list rules.

11. Occasionally, list members have questions which they would like to post to CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT but for reasons of privacy prefer anonymity.  The list manager may post those questions on behalf of list members.

12. Commercial solicitations are prohibited on ABA listserves.

13. Subscribers may post no more than 5 messages per day.  When that threshold has been met, the message will not be processed, and it should be reposted after midnight.  For this reason, subscribers should consider before posting whether a message should be distributed to the entire list or made privately.
14. Membership in and access to CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT is limited to members of the ABA TIPS Corporate Counsel and Insurance Regulation Committees.  CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT is intended for lawyers in insurance corporate or law firm practice, although its participants may include retired lawyers, lawyers practicing in collateral fields, law students, legal educators, paralegals, legal assistants, law office administrators, law librarians, consultants, and those with an interest in insurance law who are members of the TIPS Corporate Counsel and Insurance Regulation Committees.  Those subscribers who are currently not admitted to practice in good standing in any jurisdiction, viz. nonlawyers, law students, disbarred, suspended and ineligible to practice law in their state (this does not apply to lawyers who have retired in good standing),shall disclose their status in their introductions and in each post expressing an opinion on legal matters.  Failure to disclose status or misrepresentation of status may result in removal from the list.
15. The ABA only provides the facilities for the CORPORATE INSURANCE CHAT listserv and no approval or endorsement by the ABA of any messages posted on Corporate Insurance Chat should be implied therefrom. The ABA does not review the background of any member of this listserve, nor does it determine whether an attorney is in good standing in any jurisdiction.

16. An advisory board comprised of Fern Summer, William Scoggin, Joseph Thornberg, and Susan Jennings exists to provide advice and counsel to the list manager in the administration of this list.

