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A.
Summary of the Year's Activities
By the end of the term, the Committee will have published three newsletters (including a double issue dedicated to the Kansas City Media and the Law Seminar) focusing primarily on a range of media and privacy issues, with an emphasis on insurance-related matters.  The newsletters have also been used to publicize the Committee’s schedule of meetings, enhancing participation in those meetings.  The Committee also prepared and submitted, in conjunction with the ABA First Amendment Media and Litigation Committee (Litigation Section), a section titled “Recent Developments in Media, Defamation and Privacy Law" for the annual TIPS survey. 

The Committee has continued to pursue outreach to increase the size and diversity of its membership.  The incoming Chair is a woman, and the Committee’s Vice-Chairs include a diverse group of private attorneys, corporate counsel, and insurance industry representatives.  The Committee has a large active membership (see below).  Members participate in conference calls and business meetings held at various events across the country.  

The Committee’s Web site contains links to its newsletters, and a mechanism for communicating to members through a committee membership listserv.

The Committee held business meetings at events around the county, including: 


Date of Meeting:  August 2009

Location:  Chicago, IL

Date of Meeting:  November 2009

Location:  New York, NY


Date of Meeting:  January 2010


Location:  Key Largo, FL



Date of Meeting:  February 2010

Location:  Orlando, FL


Date of Meeting:  April 2010

Location:  Kansas City, MO

The Committee co-sponsored the Media and the Law Seminar in Kansas City in April 2010, as well as hosting a reception after the seminar.  The Committee also sponsored a webinar in January on data security issues.  The Committee is working actively to cooperate and coordinate activities with all responsible TIPS committees.  

The Committee has co-sponsored a panel submission for the ABA Annual Meeting in August 2010 with the TIPS Intellectual Property Law Committee related to art law.  And the committee is co-sponsoring a teleconference with the Animal Law Committee related to animal welfare and labeling in September 2010  


B.
Implementation of Section Goals:
Goal No. 1: TIPS will be the primary source for education and knowledge in civil trial and appellate advocacy, conflict resolution, and tort and insurance law.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 1:

The committee has published newsletters providing both information on cutting edge developments in media law and a national forum for discussion of emerging issues.  The Committee also prepared and submitted, in conjunction with the Committee on First Amendment and Media Litigation of the Section of Litigation, a section titled “Recent Developments in Media, Defamation and Privacy Law” for the annual TIPS survey.

The Committee held national business meetings addressing topics of vital interest to its members.

The Committee also sponsored panels at the Communications Forum in Key Largo in January 2010 and at the Media and the Law Seminar in Kansas City in April 2010, in addition to hosting a reception following the Kansas City conference.

The Committee has conducted a series of panels on media topics (partnered with other TIPS committees) at the ABA Annual Meeting in Chicago in August 2009:

The Media, Defamation and Privacy Law Committee C.L.E. Program,
Electronic Information: How To Find It, How To Protect It, 
and What To Do After the Worst Happens
American Bar Association Annual Meeting, General Session

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 1:

We plan to publish three newsletters that address current media topics and to hold a series of national business meetings addressing topics of interest to our members.  The Committee also plans to again submit, in conjunction with the Committee on First Amendment and Media Litigation of the Section of Litigation, a section entitled “Recent Developments in Media, Defamation and Privacy Law” for the annual TIPS survey.

We plan to sponsor and organize the insurance issues panel(s) at the Communications Forum in February 2011 in Rancho Mirage, CA, and/or at the Kansas City Media and the Law seminar in April/May 2011.  

We plan on offering a series of “webinars” on media and privacy topics throughout the year.  

We hope to set up a panel discussion of at least one other ABA or TIPS meeting that addresses media law issues.

And finally, we plan to pursue development of  a writing competition involving one or more law schools in which the prize is travel and lodging in conjunction with the Kansas City Media and the Law Seminar to (1) generate articles for our newsletter, and (2) recruit new members from the law student ranks.  Our current Chair, Blaine Kimrey, has already obtained tentative approval for such a competition from DePaul University College of Law in Chicago.  DePaul University College of Law has a top 20 intellectual property program (which jibes well with the media focus of our Committee), and Mr. Kimrey is enrolled in the LLM program at the college.  The articles also could be republished in LSD and YLD publications.

Goal 2: TIPS will expand and increasingly diversify its membership.  

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 2:

We co-sponsored events relating to media, defamation and privacy law to publicize to other ABA and TIPS lawyers the existence of our group and its issues of interest.  At one of these events, the reception in Kansas City in conjunction with the annual Media and the Law Conference, we gathered cards of attorneys and attendees interested in joining the Committee.

Our quarterly newsletters were available on our Committee’s Web site and were displayed at major regional CLE events.

We reviewed membership statistics and planned strategies for future years to identify, invite and facilitate involvement of members or leaders of the group who are diverse in practice, age, experience, race, ethnicity and gender.  (See below).  We worked to set up teleconference participation in business meetings.

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 2:

We will continue to co-sponsor and organize events and panels related to media defamation, and privacy law with the Forum on Communications Law and the Committee on First Amendment and Media Litigation of the Section of Litigation, and, where possible, with other committees not related to media issues. 
We will work with other TIPS committees on co-sponsoring CLE programs for the 2011 Annual Meeting in Toronto.

We will work on first-time attendee contacts at CLE meetings and will assign a Vice-Chair to this (possible membership person).

We will ask Vice-Chairs to encourage candidates they have identified in their communities to become involved.

We will continue to work on strategies for involving law students – creating student groups and working with vendors to sponsor their meetings and food.  We will talk to students about strategies for entering this field, and get student contributions from newsletters.  We will assign at least one Vice-Chair to this project.  This may involve multiple groups at multiple schools, or may involve one group for all schools, conducted online and by teleconference (or both).

We will set up a buddy system for first-time attendees and law students at meetings.

The Committee has been very successful in this role of encouraging women to play prominent roles.  During the 2004-2005 year, Megan Gray was the Chair.  In 2005-2006, that role was held by Duffy Carolan.  The current Chair is Dana McElroy from Florida.  Numerous women have contributed articles to the Newsletter during this past year.  Women play an active and increasing role in the Committee.

We will continue to encourage women to play an active role in running the Committee, editing its Newsletter, and submitting articles to the Newsletter.

We will continue to target membership solicitations to Women in Communications Law, through solicitation in one of its newsletters.

We will explore ways to open meetings telephonically and to increase e-mail contact among committee leadership, to more effectively include those whose travel is not sponsored by their firms or employers.

We will work with the Membership Committee to develop new ideas in this area.

GOAL 3:  TIPS will be a national voice for the advancement of civil justice.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 3:

We co-sponsored a CLE seminar for the ABA Annual Meeting in Chicago in August 2009 addressing hot topics and recent developments in privacy law.  We co-sponsored the Communications Forum in Key Largo and co-sponsored the Media and the Law Seminar in Kansas City and organized panels for same.  We published newsletters addressing key First Amendment issues in order to educate our colleagues and foster conversation on key civil justice topics.

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 3:

Our group’s focus is on rights of speech for the media and individuals.  All of our activities support this worthy goal.  We will continue to educate and promote these rights through our periodic newspapers, via sponsoring of seminars in which other practitioners learn from each other and exchange tools to advance these goals, and will organize panels to address these issues publicly.

GOAL NO. 4: TIPS will be financially secure and stable.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 4:

The Committee continued with its outreach to expand membership, and has garnered commitments for sponsorship from several new sources.  

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 4:

We will be considering a merger with the Intellectual Property Law Committee, which will include a membership survey and study of budgeting issues.  We plan to adhere to our budget and to seek supplemental sources of income where available, such law firm sponsorship of catering at business meetings.  We also hope that our goals to increase membership will shore up the stability of the Section.

Goal 5: TIPS will provide its members with opportunities for networking and professional development.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 5:

We sponsored a networking reception at the Kansas City seminar in April 2010, and helped organize at same.   We held periodic business meetings throughout the year in conjunction with major regional CLE events.

Activities planned for 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 5:

We will have periodic business meetings throughout the year in conjunction with major regional CLE events; will continue to sponsor a networking reception at the Kansas City seminar in April/May 2011; and hope to continue to provide opportunities for our members to participate in panels addressing important media and First Amendment topics—the insurance issues panel(s) at the Communications Forum and at the Kansas City seminar and one or more panels at ABA or TIPS meetings, such as the Annual Meeting.

Goal 6:  TIPS will increase its recognition and influence in the legal community.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 6

Our newsletter dissemination, survey publication and panel efforts are designed to make our committee known in the media community and in the broader legal community.  Our efforts to expand and diversify our membership also supported this goal.

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 6:

We will continue to publish newsletters and a survey section, as well as organize and sponsor panels which publicize our committee in the broader legal community.  We plan also to expand the topic areas of our newsletter to include more wide-ranging and relevant topics, particularly regarding cutting edge legal issues in the area of communications law.  And finally, our efforts to broaden the membership base by targeted communications with potential members will support this goal. 

GOAL 7:
TIPS will engage in and promote public service projects and initiatives.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 7:

We brainstormed to create ideas for future projects addressing this goal (see below).

Activities planned for 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 7:

The Committee will work on the creation of an “oral history” of media, defamation, privacy, and First Amendment cases involving interviews with some of the well-known attorneys whose ideas have shaped this important area of law.  The Committee also will work with the Intellectual Property Committee in its planned focus on environmental issues and humane treatment of wildlife.

C.
Review of Committee Name and Scope Statement
(COMMITTEE SCOPE STATEMENTS ARE FOUND IN SECTION E.3.)
a.  __X__The Committee name should remain the same.

b.  _____The Committee name should be changed.  The proposed name is _________________________________________________________.  The Scope and Correlation Committee will review this proposal.

c.
__X___The Committee scope statement reflects the current scope of the committee's activities and should remain unchanged.

d.
_____The Committee scope statement does not reflect the current scope of activities of the committee and should be changed.  A revised scope statement for review by the Scope and Correlation Committee is attached.

Send via email to:  Mary Vasaly mvasaly@maslon.com and Wanda Workman workmanw@staff.abanet.org no later than May 15, 2010.
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