Dear Colleagues:


New Orleans will be our third and my favorite stop on a year of great meeting venues.  Located in a large bend in the Mississippi River, thus the name Crescent City, New Orleans is a city that offers great food and great entertainment, particularly in its Jazz heritage.  Our Host Committee, led by Peter Tompkins, the Spring Meeting Arrangements Chair, has worked hard to make your visit to New Orleans an exciting and enjoyable experience.

We will be meeting in New Orleans from April 27 through May 1, 2005.  In addition to our regular committee meetings and section governance, we will be providing a day and a half of top-notch CLE programming.  Additionally, the Staff Counsel Committee of the Section will hold its Annual Meeting in conjunction with the Section Spring Meeting.  Peter Neeson, the Program Chair for the Spring Meeting and the Annual Meeting, with the help of his Program Committee, has scheduled outstanding and relevant CLE for anyone with a trial and/or insurance related practice.  This meeting will provide you with an opportunity to obtain the vast majority of your CLE requirements and, at the same time, allow you to enjoy the uniqueness of one of America’s great cities.

You can expect temperatures in New Orleans in late April to be on the warm side, so please pack accordingly.  Rental cars will not be necessary, as most attractions are within walking distance and almost anywhere in the city can now be reached by streetcar, either on the St. Charles line or the Canal Street line.  

I greatly appreciate and recognize our Spring Meeting Sponsors, many of whom are friends and colleagues, for ensuring the success of our “home town” meeting with their enthusiasm, dedication and financial support.  Our sponsors allow  this Section to provide outstanding CLE programming and networking for our membership at a tremendous value.

A special “thank you” goes to Peter Thompkins and the New Orleans Host and Steering Committees for their hard work in making this reality a dream come true.  I also greatly appreciate the contributions of Peter Neeson for organizing the CLE programs and materials.  The efforts of these individuals, their committee members and the dedicated TIPS staff, along with the participation of our distinguished panelists, makes this Spring Program possible.    
I look forward to seeing each of you in New Orleans.  Any specific questions regarding the Meeting can be addressed to Denise St. Fort, Peter Tompkins, or me. 






Very Truly Yours,






James K. Carroll






Chair, Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section

Fowler Rodriguez & Chalos 

New Orleans, LA

