WELCOME TO THE TIPS SPRING 2005 MEETING

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

By: Peter B. Tompkins, TIPS Spring Meeting Arrangements Chair 

Welcome to New Orleans.  We have some great planned events lined up for you, but there are plenty of other things you may want to do during your stay.  The information on this sheet is just the tip of the iceberg of what our great city has to offer.

PLANNED ACTIVITIES:

Our Welcome Reception Thursday night will be at the Aquarium of the Americas, a world-class aquarium on the Mississippi River located within walking distance of the Sheraton.  The Gulf of Mexico exhibit filled with plenty of sharks is just one of many fabulous exhibits that will make for a memorable evening.  TIPS will have exclusive use of the facility that night.  Dress is business casual.

On Friday afternoon, we’ll have a golf tournament at Lakewood Country Club, former site of the PGA’s tour stop in New Orleans.  Located on the west bank of the Mississippi River, we should have a great time “walking in the footsteps of legends.”  Friday evening is on your own, and a list of bars and restaurants is outlined below.

Saturday night we’ll second line (parade) from the Sheraton to the nearby terminal for the paddle wheeler NATCHEZ and then sail down the mighty Mississippi on a dinner cruise.  A jazz band will entertain us as we see the city from a unique and dramatic perspective.  Again, the terminal is relatively close to the hotel and adjacent to the French Quarter.  When the cruise is over, those with the energy can make the easy walk to clubs in the French Quarter.  Dress is casual.

JAZZFEST: 

The New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival is held over two weekends at the end of April and beginning of May.  Locals and tourists from far and wide visit the New Orleans Fairgrounds infield hear both locally and nationally renowned musicians perform in various tents.  From Gospel to Jazz to Blues, there is something for everyone.  Many local restaurants have food and drink tents to enhance the experience.  Buses will be leaving the Sheraton regularly during Jazzfest hours for those interested in attending.  For more information check out their website at http://www.nojazzfest.com.

ZOO:

The Audubon Zoo is located uptown in Audubon Park and is run by the same organization that runs the Aquarium.  This is a first class zoo that you will enjoy with or without kids.  See the White Tigers and Monkey Hill – the tallest spot in New Orleans! You can even take a river cruise from the Aquarium to the Zoo.  http://www.auduboninstitute.org/zoo/index.php.

MUSEUMS AND ART:

In recent years, we have been fortunate to have several new museums built downtown, reasonably close to the Sheraton.  The D-Day Museum and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art are located in the warehouse district.  The warehouse district also is home to several great art galleries, all within walking distance of these two museums.

THE FRENCH QUARTER:

Jackson Square, St. Louis Cathedral, the Cabildo, Café du Monde and world-famous Bourbon Street are just some of the sights to see on a stroll through the French Quarter.  The French Quarter also is home to numerous antique stores, art galleries and several of the bars and restaurants recommended below.  For those looking for a history lesson, take a horse-drawn carriage ride through the Quarter or a night-time tour of the Quarter’s haunted houses.

THE STREETCAR:

New Orleans now boasts three streetcar lines.  The traditional line (board this at Canal Street and St. Charles Avenue) travels from downtown, through the historic Garden District and past Audubon Park/Tulane University.  You will get a great feel for the rest of the city and see some spectacular homes along the way.  In conjunction you may want to ask your concierge to recommend a walking tour of the Garden District and cemeteries.  There is a short line that runs along the river front from the Riverwalk (a shopping mall located on the site of the 1984 World’s Fair) to the French Quarter.  The recently opened Canal Street line takes you from downtown all the way to our City Park.  For an inexpensive way to take in the sites of the city, you can’t beat a streetcar ride.

NIGHTLIFE:

If you want to stay downtown, there is no shortage of bars from which to choose.  The Old Absinthe House, Pat O’Brien’s, and Napoleon House are three French Quarter bars with lots of history and charm.  For something more upscale, try Victor’s French Quarter Bar located on the third floor of the Ritz Carlton Hotel on Canal Street.

RESTAURANTS:

Where do I begin?  There are so many restaurant options that it is hard to narrow the list.  But here goes…

For traditional New Orleans classics, try Galatoire’s, Antoine’s or K-Paul’s Kitchen – all in the French Quarter -- or Commander’s Palace, located in the Garden District. 

Emeril has three restaurants in New Orleans – the original Emeril’s, located in the warehouse district; NOLA, located in the Quarter; and Delmonico’s, located on St. Charles Avenue just outside downtown.

Peristyle, located on Dumaine Street in the Quarter consistently ranks as one of the top restaurants in the city.  Mr. B’s, Arnaud’s, Bacco, Red Fish Grill and GW Fins are all terrific restaurants that also are located in the Quarter.  For a great steak, try Dickie Brennan’s Steakhouse on Iberville Street in the Quarter.

If you want to venture out of the Quarter and to some of the favorite restaurants of the locals, try Clancy’s, The Upperline or Gautreau’s, all of which are neighborhood restaurants in uptown New Orleans.  Vincent’s has good Italian food.

Finally, if you’re looking for a po-boy, or you don’t want to dress up to go to a fancy restaurant, consider Acme Oyster House, Felix’s, Port of Call, Mike Anderson’s or Ralph and Kakoo’s in the Quarter.  Mother’s on Poydras Street is a tourist favorite, but you may face long lines depending on the time of day.  

If this isn’t enough, ask your concierge for a recommendation.  I’m sure s/he will have a host of other recommendations.  Because it is Jazzfest weekend, you should make your reservations as early as possible.

