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A.
Summary of the Year's Activities
The Products, General Liability and Consumer Law Committee accomplished all of its goals for the 2009-10 bar year and are well positioned to do the same in 2010-11.  We completed and distributed 2 newsletters (another will be published in July) and planned and sponsored the committee’s national stand alone CLE (Emerging Issues in Automotive Product Liability Law) in April of 2010.  We also planned and sponsored a second national stand alone meeting regarding premises liability in November of 2009 and participated in the annual survey of the law and published an article for the TIPS Law Journal.  We are currently working on a webinar with the Animal Law committee to be held in September 2010, as well as our automobile and premises programs for next year.  We are also working with the Toxic Tort committee on a proposal for a CLE on Chinese drywall litigation at the next TIPS annual meeting.

B.
Implementation of Section Goals:
Goal No. 1: TIPS will be the primary source for education and knowledge in civil trial and appellate advocacy, conflict resolution, and tort and insurance law.  (Include all deliverables in this section identified in the committee’s strategic plan document.)
Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 1:

BUSINESS MEETINGS

2009 Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL

2009 Fall Meeting in San Diego, CA

2010 Mid-Year Meeting in Orlando, FL

2010 Spring Meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

2010 Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA

NEWSLETTERS

Fall Newsletter – November 2009

Spring Newsletter – March 2010

Summer Newsletter – to be published July 2010
ARTICLES

Published an article in TIPS Law Journal entitled “Recent Developments in Products, General and Consumer Liability Law. “

NATIONAL STAND ALONE CLE MEETINGS

Emerging Issues in Automotive Product Liability Law – April 8-9, 2010 in Phoenix, Arizona

Emerging Issues in Premises Liability Law – November 5-6, 2009 in St. Petersburg, Florida  

TELEPHONIC CLE

Lien on Me!  Hot Topics in Settlement Negotiations – June 22, 2009 

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 1:

NEWSLETTERS

Fall Newsletter – To be distributed November 2010

Winter Newsletter – To be distributed  February, 2011

Spring Newsletter –  To be distributed May , 2011

Summer Newsletter – To be distributed August, 2011  
ARTICLES

Planning to publish at least one article in the TIPS Law Journal. 

NATIONAL STAND ALONE CLE MEETINGS

Emerging Issues in Automotive Product Liability Law – March 31 – April 1, 2011 in Phoenix, Arizona

Premises Liability Seminar – September 2010 in Atlanta, GA

TELEPHONIC CLE

Webinar planned with Animal Law committee in September 2010

Goal 2: TIPS will expand and increasingly diversify its membership.  

(Include recruitment and retention efforts identified in the committee’s strategic plan document.)

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 2:

Appointed Valerie Kellner as newsletter Vice-Chair and put Valerie in line to be chair of the committee.  Reached out to Roshan Rojkumar to re-new position of diversity chair for 2010 – 2011.  Planning committee for our national auto CLE continues to include women and minorities. Appointed Amir Nassihi to be newsletter editor for 2010-2011, and Chair-elect Designee for 2013-2014

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 2:

We have nominated more women and minorities to vice-chair status and plan to involve them in all the activities we have planned throughout the year to raise their profiles in TIPS.

GOAL 3:  TIPS will be a national voice for the advancement of civil justice. 
Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 3:

We are very much a substantive committee, and our support of the goal of civil justice comes primarily through our active participation in TIPS as a whole as well as through our presentations on ethics and professionalism and the relationships we develop among plaintiff and defense counsel that benefit the overall conduct of our profession.   

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 3:

We will continue to include be active in TIPS and support its goals.

GOAL NO. 4: TIPS will be financially secure and stable. 
Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 4:

We planned and sponsored a national stand alone CLE involving the automotive industry in the most challenging economic environment seen in years, and on a date that coincided with the DRI Product Liability program.  In light of the economy, the targeted industry, and the DRI overlap, we were pleased with the turnout (approximately 100 attendees).  We did well on sponsorships, and attracted more plaintiff attorneys than in prior years.  

Our national premises CLE attracted approximately 40 attendees in its first year.

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 4:

Emerging Issues in Automotive Product Liability at the Arizona Biltmore March 31-April 1.. Our planning committee will be focused on sponsorships and on securing the speakers that will boost attendance.  

We are discussing ways to expand our premises program to include a broader audience.  The ABA has informed us that it will be in Atlanta this year, and we hope to make it a more general products program.

Goal 5: TIPS will provide its members with opportunities for networking and professional development.  (Include leadership succession and communications with members identified in the committee’s strategic plan document.)
Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 5:

All of our activities provide opportunities for our members to network and develop professionally.  Our members were invited to submit articles in each of the four newsletters.  We also solicited speakers for both of our national programs, and encouraged members to involve their clients in the meetings.  We also met socially during the Annual and fall meetings so active committee members would have the opportunity to establish professional relationships.  

The leadership succession is in great shape.  We have a 2010-2011 Chair Elect, Scott Elder,  a Chair Elect designee, Huey Wells who will be the Chair in 2011-2012. Valerie Kellner is the designated  Chair for 2012-13, and Amir Nassihi is the Designated Chair for 2013-14

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 5:

See activities above.

Goal 6:  TIPS will increase its recognition and influence in the legal community.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 5:

Our committee is very active in terms of writing and sponsoring national meetings and CLEs.  These efforts increase TIPS recognition and influence in the legal community.  This year, we will sponsor two national stand alone meetings and one national telephonic CLE.  We have distributed newsletters to several thousand members and will publish in the TIPS Law Journal.    

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 5:

In addition to our other activities, we anticipate expanding our premises CLE in a more general program with a potentially broader audience.
GOAL 7:
TIPS will engage in and promote public service projects and initiatives.

Activities conducted in 2009-2010 in support of Goal No. 5:

We partnered with the Toxic Tort committee to sponsor a fundraiser for Crisis Nursery (in conjunction with the Auto Products and Toxic Tort seminars at the Arizona Biltmore in April 2010. Crisis Nursery's mission is to break the cycle of child abuse and neglect and has provided a safety net for over 17,000 children for more than 33 years. Over the years, the services offered by Crisis Nursery have expanded to better assist Arizona's children and families to live happier, healthier and more productive lives
We encourage our members to participate in the public service projects that are planned for each of our meetings.  We have several members who always participate in the public service projects sponsored by TIPS. 

Activities planned for 2010-2011 in support of Goal No. 5:

We will continue to participate in the TIPS public service projects.

C.
Strategic Plan Status


1.  Have you completed those goals for 2009-2010 as set out in your committee’s 
strategic plan?  __x__Y   ____N


2.  Is your committee on target to implement plans for 2010-2011? _x__Y  ___N

D. Review of Committee Name and Scope Statement

(COMMITTEE SCOPE STATEMENTS ARE FOUND IN SECTION E.3.)
a.  __x___The Committee name should remain the same.

b.  _____The Committee name should be changed.  The proposed name is _________________________________________________________.  The Scope and Correlation Committee will review this proposal.

c.
___x__The Committee scope statement reflects the current scope of the committee's activities and should remain unchanged.

d.
_____The Committee scope statement does not reflect the current scope of activities of the committee and should be changed.  A revised scope statement for review by the Scope and Correlation Committee is attached.

Send via email to:  Mary Vasaly mvasaly@maslon.com and Wanda Workman workmanw@staff.abanet.org no later than May 15, 2010.


